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Comments on St, Iouis Fost Dispateh Article,
fInteliigrare Aooncy CallS borping Of hort: vietnam &
Polibical (end) rilitery Fatlwe, " dnted &3 bee, 1966

1. tThis article, writien by a Vashingion correspondent of the
Digpatch, Richard Dudsmsn, purports to be based on the latest
CIA-DIA evalunticn of the effocts of the Losbing campaign againad
Morth Vietnom. The findings of this evaluntion sare stated to Lwi

g The boading hos falled to accomplish 1ts najor
objestive -« to inflict gufficiunt punloluent on Forth Victe
nam 1o povsusie it to 346D supporting the var in the 3outh
ox pak forr pease talks.

b The alyr attecks have foeiled to frpeds gignificantly
the £iow of pen and supplies Trom the Horth to the South;
the ralds aro on inconvendencs Tather then an cbotzcls to
infiirration.

. ¥hile “saministration officisls” have emphasized
that the bozmbing ties up handreds of thousonds of wen i
repaly work to meintain l.0.00%2 and slso suggest the .
reids lirdt the rate of infiltration, the Joint survey |
nininizes the burden of the recosetruction effort and the
fmpact of the bombing en the rato of infiltration. Lo

j d. Honthly rates of infiltration were 1,500 in

A Yabruaxy 1565, rose o %,500 by the end of 19565, end

| overaged botwoen 6,500 and 8,800 fn the Jasuery-duly

| 31966 period. More recestly, infilltrstion spparenily
e nag decreaged, but we are mot certain of this.

2. Our comments oo the Dispatch's aﬂ:iel# sre as Lollowve:

o

&. The pericdic CIA-DIA joint evaluation of the alr
campaion entitied, dn Avoraiesl of the Bombing of Horih
Yietnam, is primarily s detelled monthly review of thie ,
gifoct of surrent strikes sgaingt tergets i North Vietnam.
14 does not moke wooualisied Judgments such ag “The bosblog
bas failed to scccmplish its major purpose.”

. The U.S. alr compaign bos boon o corefully cons
mm&mmofm&\Mamgmﬂm%mantﬁw

DIA review(s) completed.
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1imited objectives. Conseguently, the progrom hes operated |

wnder & zot of fiynly defincd ground :ules vhich have
1zdted both the choice of targets ang the eress to be
bombed. The lstest pudblished jolut CIA-DIA evaluation
{Decesbor 1966) comcluded:

"sua cumilative offects of the U.8. alr strikes
econtinue to 1lnit the Horth Vietnanese capsbility
for overt sggressicn. However, North Vietusnm xetoins
its copedility to continmue to support sctivitles 4.3
Seuth Vietnom and Inos 40 present or increased oome
bat levels and force structures.”

b. The Judgmont that the flow of mon and cuyplies hes
been essentially unimpeded sgrees with CIA-DIA sypraisals.
The Dispsteh article implies that “sdministration officiale”
ero in error in steting that reconstruction of bomb damsge
tiog up seversl huxdred thougand men. On the coatraxy, it
iz sgroed by CIA and DIA that 200,000 to 300,000 vorkers
hove bean divertsd to repair end dispersal proprems. This
diveraion has besn charpeterized by CIA and DIA aa o major
effest of the bombing, nob en "incomveaslence oF ponoyanca.”

¢. The srticie'z estimete of mubers infiltrated im
1966 are sompwhat lover then intelligence estimates; CIA-DIA
figures vange froam 7,500 to 10,300 a month through July
coupered with the Dispatch's 6,400 to 8,800. Further,
the intelligence view now generally accepts the probabllity
o & fall-off of infiltration in the latter part of 1566.
The "time log in identifying”™ thesis is not cousiderxcd ea
sinquete explonstion for the yeecent decline in YA forces
woving South. ’

3.’ Finslly, the stetement thst the U.S. Afr Force does most
of the currzent sppraisel of the effecis of the air cempalign
sgninst North Vietnem is not trus. Within tha Depertzent
Defense, the DIA bas the priary desponsidiliiy. :

{BRJCIA
9 Jenusry 36T
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